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OGA Fête and Heritage Markets reach great heights
Due to the incredible efforts of  a small band of  tireless 

(though very tired) workers, in particular Sue Stewart and Kym 
Powell (Stewart), the 2014 Old Girls’ Fête was a tremendous 
success.

Final figures are not yet available but to date the takings 
are well in excess of  $14,000. Most popular with the younger 
attendees were the rides, the rock wall climbing tower and the 
dunking machine.

The event has really gained momentum and the presence 
of  many local residents not attached to the School was very 
evident so obviously our reputation is spreading.

The market stalls were filled with goodies of  all sorts and 
there was food to suit every palette. (Continued P2)

 

Councillor Andrew Antoniolli awaits the inevitable.
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One major attraction was the enormous bark 
painting which occupied the entire width of  the As-
sembly Hall stage and dominated the space. It has 
made it to the Guiness Book of  Records and no 
photo could do it justice. (Especially not a black and 
white one, so go on line and check it out at iggs.qld.
edu.au >Our Community>OGA). 

 Also in the Hall were a number of  craft displays 
by Old Girls, including Beth Barrett, Kate Roberts, 
Annamaria Mays Vermeer and Angela Geertsma.

While the fête was held under bright blue skies on 
a glorious August day, typically (for Ipswich) it got 
off  to a cold start. Once again Judith Hill and her co-
helpers ran a very successful Cake Stall.

Fabulous Fête (continued)

Friendship and fellowship 
A recurring theme, but a very important one. 

While it is very satisfying to hold successful fund-
raising events or support special appeals which will 
benefit those current girls in the true spirit of  “From 
those who have past to those who are passing”, without a 
doubt the thing that we, as Old Girls, enjoy most 
is the opportunity to meet up with the ‘girls’ with 
whom we went to School and the teachers who 
taught us.

A very few minutes at a reunion gathering will 
confirm that. 

Our branches, in particular, are very good at this 
aspect of  our raison d’être. Recently members of  
the  Gold Coast Branch gathered for a Christmas in 
July Luncheon with great success. 

Leah Bell, Kay Jones and Vicki Doig joined our 
Darling Downs friends at a Lunch at Danish Flower 
Art Highfields and we hope we will have had Ip-
swich  representation at the Sunshine Coast lunch 
at Arnica Waterfront Restaurant, Maroochydore on 
Saturday 30 August. 

 I was determined to take a photo while the table 
was piled high with the goodies which yielded a profit 
of   $1080. However, at 8.30am no sun had penetrat-
ed the Rose Garden or Senior breezeway. I took my 
camera from a case which had been in a warm car 
and headed for the well rugged up ladies behind the 
stall. Unfortunately, the lens immediately fogged up, 
resulting in a very vague out of  focus image! 

Smarter Committee members manned the front 
of  the Hall where a gold coin gained entrance for 
patrons. From there, they watched in amazement as 
victim after victim allowed themselves to be plunged 
into the cold water of  the dunking machine which 
netted $442! Each to his own but all very successful

HP

Dr Britton recently met up with the Canberra 
Branch ladies. 

Keep up the good work, ladies. (And send in the 
photos).

Valerie Cooney, John Parsons, Don Campbell, Betty Ven-
ning (Rae), Barbara Parson and Pat Fullelove (Rae) enjoying 
the Christmas in July Lunch

Sue Wyatt, Shirley Barnes and Kay Jones in theHall foyer
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More Friendship and Fellowship
A somewhat smaller than usual group of  loyal 

Old Girls gathered in the Phoenix Room for this 
year’s Annual OGA Luncheon on Saturday 16 June.

The luncheons are very relaxed and really offer 
an opportunity to meet, mingle and chat over a de-
licious meal, this year catered for by Deann from 
Deann’s Coffee House, Ipswich.

There are a number of  regular attendees, includ-
ing Julie Lee’s cohort, but this year the ‘prize’ went 
to the Sub-Juniors of  1955. Fifteen of  these ladies – 
Leah Bell (Sanger), Lurline Campbell (Bellingham), 
Ruth Thompson (Penglis), Pam Robins, Jan Hagerty 
(Keating), Carolyn Hunter (Hearnden), Heather 
McIntyre, Lynn McCrindle (Daniel), Jeanne Kuen-
stner (Emmett), Elaine Keogh (Cook), Joy Labud-
da, Sylvia Dryden (Baldwin), Beverley Perrett (Pe-
terson), Delwyn Palmer (Black) and Claire Jackson 
(Griffiths) – were present as a forerunner to an even 
bigger gathering planned for their 60 Year Reunion 
at the 2015 Luncheon where they hope to break all 
records. This is indeed forward planning! 

Carolyn Hunter, Ruth Thompson, Sylvia Dryden, Jeanne 
Kuenstner, Heather McIntyre and Lurline Campbell

Dorothy Graham-Wilson helps photographer Adrian Nicholson 
determine what photographs should be taken 

Gold Coast Branch President Denise Armstrong (Whitehead) 
presenting President Leah Bell with a cheque towards the 88 Keys 
Appeal

Instead of  a raffle, donations were accepted to-
wards the appeal for the grand piano. Funds were 
further boosted by a cheque from the Gold Coast 
Branch for $1500 to purchase the A Major Chord. 
Middle C for $5000 was purchased on behalf  of  the 
OGA so the appeal was certainly off  to a good start.

The Luncheon is now firmly entrenched as an an-
nual event on the OGA calendar and has much to 
recommend it. It is an ideal event for those who pre-
fer not to drive at night and partners are welcome if  
this makes attendance easier.

Think about organising a group for next year.
Piano Appeal Gains Momentum

Many older Old Girls will be delighted to hear 
that the new piano is to be dedicated to the memory 
of  Margaret Evans (Teall). This will have been an-
nounced at a special recital in the Phoenix Room 
held by the OGA on Sunday 31 August.

Featuring the playing of  the music students who 
will initially gain the greatest benefit from the new in-
strument, the function has been organised by OGA 
Secretary and former Principal, Judith Hill, and her 
team to raise further funds.

Obviously, the price of  the keys is such that not 
everyone can make an   individual contribution but 
there are ways around this. A group of  past staff  who 
meet regularly for a Book Club of  which Margaret 
was once a member have combined to purchase a 
key, while a group of  the 1958 -1961 cohort – Joc-
elyn Caddies, Helen Pullar, Ruth Hastings, Lynne 
Smith, Eleanor Beale, Lyn Gordon, Glenda Murrell, 
Frankie Rees, Noela Eddington, Robyn Buchanan 
and Lenore Lindsay have purchased the $500 F3 key. 
Is this something you and a group of  friends could 
do?
HP
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From the Editor
Because I hear from them quite regularly, I know 
that some of  our members are avid readers of  
OGAPRESS and are actually aware of  time lines 
and such.
If  you are one of  these people you may well have 
noticed that this is only the second newsletter for 
2014. And, indeed, it will be the last this year. 
Development Officer Ruth Tyssen-Day and I 
have endeavoured to work more closely with the 
School Marketer whose task it is to produce @
Grammar.
All financial Old Girls receive that publication, 
as well as OGAPRESS, and we felt that it made 
more sense to have a co-ordinated approach. 
What we are trialling is a Term 1 and Term 3 
OGAPRESS and Term 2 and 4 @Grammars. 
I have undertaken to provide copy for the latter 
so that all facets of  our activities should be ac-
knowledged and recorded, but not unnecessarily 
duplicated.
@Grammar has a much wider distribution as it, 
like the IGGSPRESS newspaper, is mailed to 
any past student on the register, plus parents and 
benefactors, so some things will get repeated ex-
posure.
I recently realised that it is now 20 years since 
I published the first IGGSPRESS. The Trustees 
felt that  a newspaper outlining the 12 years dur-
ing which she had been Principal was a fitting 
acknowledgement for Judith Hill on her retire-
ment. 
Had I known, when they approached me, that 
20 years later, after 13 years of  IGGSPRESS 
and now seven of  OGAPRESS, I would still 
be churning out copy, I wonder if  I would have 
agreed so readily!!!
I do wonder sometimes if  by now you have all 
read enough of  the IGGS and OGA story from 
my perspective.
Is 20 years long enough? I’ll put that to the Com-
mittee at the AGM. Watch this space.
Helen Pullar

Please forward all copy for OGAPRESS or @
Grammar to:
oga@iggs.qld.ed.au

I am always delighted to receive good quality, 
high resolution photos and copy about your 
engagement, wedding, or the birth of  a baby.
However, I would also like to hear about the 
amazing things you are doing or others you 
know have done.
HP

Happy Memories

Helen Pullar, Bernard Lanskey, Alison Rogers and Ian Pullar 
following the Four Hands Concert

Principal Judith Hill may have been responsible for the ‘birth’ of  
IGGSPRESS, but she had already played a very significant role in 
my life eleven years earlier when I was given the tremendous op-
portunity of  establishing a Drama Department at the School.
This coincided with the development of  the Music Department 
through the introduction of  Music as a Board subject. Into that 
arena came a young teacher newly graduated from the Queensland 
University Music Department – Bernard Lanskey.
And so began the most exciting and rewarding teaching experience 
of  my career.
Since his all too brief  time at IGGS, Bernard has studied at the 
Royal College of  Music and taught at Guildhall School of  Music 
and Drama in London. In recent years, he has been Director of  
the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of  Music within the National 
University of  Singapore.
A number of  very gifted girls enrolled in both new subjects – Mu-
sic and Theatre, as it was known – and Bernard and I relished the 
opportunity to train them  and give them springboards to explore 
their talents. 
Among them were Allison St Ledger and Alison Rogers who were 
given a lot of  recent press for their magnificent collaboration in 
the Celtic Rock Opera, Boadicea. A Courier Mail article described 
Allison as “one of  Queensland’s finest and most versatile perform-
ers.” She gained recognition through Women in Voice and the Bris-
bane Cabaret Festival, has appeared as guest singer for Powderfin-
ger and is currently co-artistic director of  the Queensland Cabaret 
Festival.
Alison Rogers is founder and director of  Vocal Manoeuvres. As 
Choral Master she has pioneered many innovative choral pro-
grammes and gained national and international recognition for her 
ground-breaking work. She has continued to work with Bernard 
Lanskey. Both girls acknowledge their involvement in the Arts at 
IGGS as critical to their subsequent careers.
It was with great joy that Ian and I had the pleasure of  attending a 
Kawai Four Hands Piano Concert featuring Bernard Lanskey and 
Stephen Emmerson and once again meeting up with Alison Rog-
ers. Reminiscing over the IGGS musical, You’ll Never Sail an Odder 
Sea, for which Bernard wrote the musical score, Ian the libretto 
and Alison played Calypso, brought back many happy memories. 
Helen Pullar
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When, in 1948, Miss Carter created the House 
system, there were three houses – Hunt, White and 
Armitage – named after three of  the first four Head-
mistresses.

Ten years later when post-war prosperity and the 
early influence of  the baby-boomers had led to a sig-
nificant increase in numbers, a fourth house – Con-
nell – was introduced.  

My interest in the history of  the School must 
have been evident even in those days because I clear-
ly recall asking Miss Carter why there had been no 
Connell House initially as Miss Connell had been the 
second Head. The explanation was that Miss Connell 
had only ever been acting Headmistress.

This was possibly the case as Miss Connell – an 
excellent classroom teacher – had reluctantly accept-
ed the position when Miss Hunt resigned in 1901. 
One of  the original five teachers, she had been Miss 
Hunt’s deputy when the 
School opened in 1892, but 
had resigned in 1894 to pur-
sue further studies in Ger-
many.

Highly regarded by the 
Trustees, she was persuaded 
in 1899, shortly after her re-
turn to Australia, to re-com-
mence teaching at IGGS. In 
1902, she agreed to fill the 
position of  Head until such 
times as the Trustees could 
find a suitable replacement. 
She resigned again four 
years later, probably be-
cause it was obvious to her 
that while she was there the 
Trustees made no effort to 
find a substitute for such an 
excellent teacher.

Maybe the ‘acting’ el-
ement is true, or perhaps 
it was simply felt that Miss 
White and Miss Armitage, 
who had served 22 and 20 years respectively, were 
more deserving. 

What is for certain is that in 1958, a Connell 
House was introduced. Adding a new house to an 
existing system is not simple. For new girls who have 
known no other it is fine, but obviously a house has 

to be representative of  all levels and requires leaders.
Therefore, a significant number of  older stu-

dents have to swap allegiances. I remember to this 
day sitting in the old shed, having been called to an 
Armitage House meeting, waiting to be told who was 
to be in the new Connell House. As a new Sub-Junior 
– and with two Armitage House sisters before me – 
I was “safe”! But, I felt it must have been dreadful 
for those without such history. (I don’t recall thinking 
that being moved from Hunt or White was such an 
issue!!)

I can well believe that the Staff  of  the day would 
not have treated the issue lightly and, therefore, it 
makes sense that two excellent Senior sportswomen 
– twins Jan and Jill Keating – were appointed as the 
Senior leaders of  the new house. Not surprisingly 
either, the infinitely compassionate Miss Dorothy 
Marsden was the new House teacher. 

When the Old Girls 
Association decided to 
finance the re-construc-
tion of  the old arbours 
to complete the Gram-
mar Green project, his-
tory had to be re-written 
just a little. 

Originally, there had 
been three little flights 
of  steps down to the 
original sports field, each 
with an arbour which 
was decorated appro-
priately on sports days. 
Alas, no such space for 
the fledgling Connell. 

By the time Carter 
House was introduced 
in 1981, this was less of  
a problem as by then 
sports events were held 
on the oval opened in 

1964.
However, it was felt 

that all five houses had to be represented on the 
Grammar Green. And so it was, that on 16 June this 
year, the first Connell Captain, Jan Hagerty, could 
stand proudly beside her House Mistress, Miss Mars-
den, under the newly created Connell arbour. 
Helen Pullar 

 A home worth waiting for!

Miss Dorothy Marsden and Jan Hagerty (Keating) underneath 
the new Connell arbour
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Dorothy Carley (Tomkins) en-
rolled at IGGS on 1 January 1937. 
Although she has returned to the 
School for functions, she had not 
had an opportunity for a tour of  
the current School. 
This had been planned for the 
last Brisbane Branch Re-Connect 
Day, but a fall prevented that from 
happening so a new date was 
set for August. It was a typically 
cold, blustery westerly windy day 
at that time of  the year – and we 
all remember the wind howling 
through the corridors and in the 
wind-tunnels around the original 
buildings. 
Despite this, and, in fact, quite un-
deterred, Dorothy took in all the 
familiar sights from 75 years ago 
and many, many more unfamiliar 
buildings.
Dorothy attended IGGS as a Day 
Girl while her older sister had 
been a Boarder. 

Two things of  interest to me were 
her frequent comments about the 
total lack of  integration. I asked 
her, for example, if  she remem-
bered the area where the laundry 
and the Boarders’ washing lines 
were and she replied, “Daygirls 
wouldn’t have had any idea about 
such things.”
 This seems amazing when it was 
a little School of  64 students. And, 
the second thing I found interest-
ing was that Dorothy felt build-
ings such as the old Music Block 
had been much further from the 
original buildings than they actu-
ally were. 
Her visit ended in the Phoenix 
Room where a small group en-
joyed lunch during which Bris-
bane Branch President Joan Mee-
cham entertained us by playing the 
beautiful new Kawai piano. 
Both Brisbane ladies departed 
happy with their outing. Thank 
you, Joan, for your untiring ef-
forts.
Helen Pullar

The familiar and the new 
– 75 years on.....

Equally interested in the history of  our school are 
the Year 8s who, in Term 3, as part of  their Life 
Skills lessons, have three periods devoted to learning 
more about the early history of  IGGS.
I have been taking these classes intermittently over a  
long period of  time and have 
created PowerPoint shows as 
old photos are what capture 
their attention. 
Stories of  the conditions 
when Fanny Hunt opened 
the School in 1892, through 
the World Wars and the De-
pression to the happier days 
of  Miss Carter’s Headship, 
give them an appreciation of  
how lucky they are to be part 
of  this wonderful tradition. 
It certainly makes them more 
aware of  how education has 
changed – especially for girls. 

Year 8 Daughters of  Old Girls
Emily Nelson (Lisa Bell), Lillian Acutt ( Leanne 
Ems), Sarah D’Castro (Elizabeth Cordingley), Georgia 
Henness (Natalie Border), Grace Eddington (Amy 
Winks), Hannah Baden-Clay (Allison Dickie)
Adelaide Harrys (Leisa McLean), Holly Van Der Zee 
(Danielle Currie) and Holly Quince (Britt Lane).

This year I was asked many questions about the 
boarding mistresses. “What happened to their hus-
bands and children while they had to live in the 
boarding house?” The explanation that they were 
all single ladies and, what is more, very few married 

women were able to follow 
careers almost caused a ‘suf-
fragette riot’!!
Every year, I enjoy the things 
that are still changing. At my 
first lesson this time round, 
after the girls had filed into 
the Katherine Carter Audi-
torium, I observed three girls 
sitting in the aisles. 
“Had they committed some 

misdemeanor?” No! – They 
were taking part in the 40 
Hour Famine and had “Given 
up furniture.”!! 
Helen Pullar

Misses Hunt, Connell, White, Armitage and Carter – and their husbands and children!!

Joan Meecham and Dorothy Carley
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Also on 26 April,  Rebecca Cowan married Jon-
Marc Dowden at the Anglican Church Boonah. 
Their reception was at the Kooroomba Vineyard 
and Lavender Farm, Boonah.

Sarah Lauchlan – Senior of  2001

Sara Lauchlan married Dan McCoombes at Froggy’s 
Beach, Coolangatta on 26 April. Their reception was 
at Tweed Ultima, Tweed Heads.

Rebecca Cowan – Senior of  1995 

Betty Gawith (Kerner) – 1925 - 2014
Betty Gawith 
recently died in 
Christchurch, 
New Zealand 
after a short 
illness. Betty 
was the young-
est of  the 
“Four Kerner 
Girls” – Gwen, 
Nita, Regina 
and Betty who 
all attended 
IGGS during 
the Depression.
Betty married Jack Gawith whom she met while holidaying in New 
Zealand. They lived in Timaru for nearly 50 years before moving to 
Christchurch to be closer to their five children.
Betty was an excellent golfer and was very involved in the game 
throughout her life. She always enjoyed reading and hearing about ‘the 
School’ as she was a proud ‘Grammar Girl’.
Vicki Doig (Niece)

Rebecca Farnes with baby daughter Eva 
Grace born on 30 December 2013. Eva 
is the granddaughter of  OGA Vice-Pres-
ident Kay Jones (Roach) and great-grand-
daughter of  Dorothy Roach (Johnston).

Rebecca Farnes (Jones) – 
Senior of 2000

Amity Anderson – Senior of  2000
Amity Anderson (daughter of Committee mem-
ber Gaye Anderson) has recently announced her 
engagement to Peter Lamont.

Anne Mullins (Graham), Old Girl and former staff 
member, proudly holds baby Alice Charlotte, daughter of 
Caroline and Matt Binney and sister to big brother Alfie. 

Carolyn Binney (Mullins) – Senior of  1994 

Regina (Bubby), Betty, Gwen and Nita Kerner with their 
parents.

Phyllis Penrose (Strong) – 1928 - 2014
Despite family hardships, Phyllis Strong was 
enrolled at IGGS in 1942 and completed her 
Senior in 1945.
Her childhood dream was to be a teacher and 
she fulfilled it exceptionally well. She is especial-
ly remembered for her 28 years at East Ipswich 
School where, as a married woman with no 
family of  her own, she devoted her life to her 
young charges. 



Reunions
at the OGA Dinner

18 October 2014

                               
             

OGA President 
Leah Bell (Sanger)
(07 3282 1163)
Vice President 
Kay Jones (Roach)
Secretary 
Judith Hill 
Treasurer 
Sue Stewart  
Subscriptions Secretary  
Dorothy Graham-Wilson (Wilson) 
Past President &
OGAPRESS Editor
Helen Pullar (Birrell)

Sunshine Coast Branch President
Jan Wright (Swan)
Secretary 
Lynne McLaren (Black)
Treasurer
Dell Huey (Brown)

Gold Coast Branch President
Denise Armstrong (Whitehead)
Secretary
Lurline Campbell (Bellingham)
Treasurer
Ruth Thompson (Penglis)

OGA Office Bearers 2014
Brisbane Branch President
Joan Meecham (Parsons)
Secretary/Treasurer
Jocelyn Green (Hutchison)

Darling Downs Branch President
Ros Scotney
Secretary 
Cheryl Wilson (Hine)
Treasurer
Lyndall Madden (Scotney)

Canberra Branch Contact
Faye Noonan (Edmondson)

 Ipswich
  General Meetings 13 October
  AGM      24 November
  Annual Dinner     18 October
  Theatre Night      20 November ILT
  Incinerator Theatre
 Brisbane
  AGM  15 November 
  2.00pm Reading Room Toowong Library

 Sunshine Coast 
  AGM 2015 28th February 

 Darling Downs 
  Lunch  13 December including   
 Christmas Tree Festival at Middle Ridge   
 Uniting Church Hall
  AGM 2015  Sunday 22 February

 Gold Coast
  AGM    11 October at 11.00am
 Home of  Denise Armstrong - Unit 93, 23rd Floor,  
 554 Main Beach Pde, Main Beach

OGA Calendar 2014

Important Reunions Information
In recent years a significant number of  reunions have been held at the OGA Luncheons and Dinners with 

great success. To facilitate these the OGA has put together a Booklet which mentions, among a great deal 
more information, how the Reunion organisers can be greatly helped by the Development Officer, Mrs Ruth 
Tyssen-Day, in regards to contact lists and addresses.

Ruth is only employed part-time and has a very complex and demanding job of  which OGA involvement 
is just a small percentage. She has spent hours updating the Register of  Past Students – a much larger file than 
that of  OGA members. This can only be as good as old girls make it as she is totally dependent on receiving 
updated information.

This year we have been disappointed that more reunions have been held independently, through various 
circumstances and in no way a reflection on the success of  those held at OGA functions. However, in an ef-
fort to rationalise and contain her work load, Ruth feels she can only supply names and contact information 
to those who are holding their reunions at the Luncheon or Dinners as these are the ones which result in her 
obtaining updated information.

We really do encourage the 2015 cohorts’ organisers to give serious consideration to availing yourselves of  
the assistance that can be gained through working with the Development Officer and the OGA.

25 Year Reunion
Seniors of  1989

Contact: Kathryn Jones 
Email: Kathryn.Jones@team.telstra.com

30 Year Reunion
Seniors of  1984

Contact: Sandra Harvey
Email: sandra007harvey@gmail.com

More information about both reunions on 
Facebook.

NB The official Acceptance Form must be 
lodged with the OGA



 

 

Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School Old Girls Association 
Annual Dinner 

in the Phoenix Room, Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School 
Saturday 18 October 2014 

6.30 pm for 7.00 pm 

 
Acceptance 

 

Name......................................................................................... Maiden Name (if applicable)..................................  

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..... 

 

Phone contact……………………………………………….email:…………………………………………………………… 

 

Years attended IGGS    ....................  to  .............................                     (Form …………...to………………….) 

 
If possible, I would like to be seated with **(see below)…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
** Reunion attendees are seated separately with their cohort so do not need to indicate above. 

 
I am attending as part of the following reunion……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 
RSVP no later than 10 October 

by emailing or posting this form to: 
Mrs Leah Bell: 
31 High Street 

Blackstone. QLD 4304 
Phone: 07 32821163 

Email:  oga@iggs.qld.edu.au 
 

It is essential for catering purposes and for convenience of identification that this form or the requested details be 
returned to the contact above. Internet banking deposits, in particular, are difficult to trace without the accompanying 
paper work. 

 

 
Payment for Dinner     $50.00 

 
I am unable to attend but would like to make a donation  $................ 
 

Total payment:     $................ 
 
Method of payment (see below):  
 

 Cheque payable to IGGSOGA  

 Cash direct to Treasurer  

 Internet Direct Deposit ONLY  

 

IGGS Old Girls Association 

Queenslanders Credit Union 
BSB  804 059 Account 1000 85266 

 
Direct Debit payments must be internet banking ONLY as payment handed over to a bank teller is NOT 

REFERENCED and we have no way of knowing who has made the payment.  
Internet Direct Debit payments MUST be referenced with the payees name. e.g. J BROWN 


