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From your Co-Presidents
Next year marks the 125th year of  the youngest 

of  the original Queensland Grammar Schools and 
this will, no doubt, be the cause of  much celebration. 
More importantly for us, it also marks the 120th birth-
day of  the oldest of  the past students associations in 
Queensland – the IGGSOGA.

As we approach 2017 and this important mile-
stone in the long history of  our Old Girls Associa-
tion, it is a good time to reflect on where our organ-
isation has come from and where it might be heading.

Our first Headmistress, Miss Fanny Hunt, was an 
extraordinary woman who not only concerned her-
self  with the day to day running of  the School, but 
also found time – just five years after opening the 
doors to our first day pupils – to establish an organ-
isation which would allow them to keep in contact, 
both with each other and their old school. One year 
after she established the OGA, Miss Hunt wrote in 
her annual report that the school had gone “onward 
in Scholarship, onward in Fellowship, and onward in 
loyalty to school and to each other.”

Many envy us our collegiate Old Girls Associa-
tion and the friendship it provides. It has been main-
tained constantly throughout its 120 years by loyal 
and dedicated Old Girls who loved their School and 
have continued to support it in various ways. What 
would Fanny Hunt and her original Old Girls think 
of  their school, the Association and indeed the world 
in which we live today? How relevant in an age where 
people are able to be in instantaneous communica-
tion via social media is an organisation whose raison 
d’être is maintaining contact? 

There is, of  course, a secondary purpose to the 
OGA and that is supporting our School and working 
for the benefit of  the current students – “From those 
who have passed this way to those who are passing.” 

At the end of  last year change was in the air, 
both within the parent body and with some of  our 
branches. A number of  very significant supporters 
resigned for various reasons, and those left to carry 
on felt that we needed to look to the future when 
making new decisions. 

So, what to do and where to go from here? First-
ly, aware of  the challenges we were facing the deci-
sion was made that both of  us would take up again 
the positions of  co-Presidents. This dual partnership 
worked well for us in the past and sharing the load 
seemed a good way to go. However, we were aware 
that an injection of  younger members and new ideas 
was critical. 

Therefore,  we were very encouraged by the fact 
that all but four of  the 2015 Senior cohort chose to 
join the OGA. Then we commenced the year with a 
special General Meeting – a Bubbly Welcome.  Spe-
cifically invited to this were the Old Girls who are 
current mothers of  IGGS students. We were delight-
ed with the response as you will read. 

Further encouragement came from Dr Britton’s 
request that the OGA become a greater presence in 
the School and finally the acquisition at last of  suit-
able ‘backroom archive’ space, which has allowed us 
to re-vamp the Friends of  the Archives, has given us 
renewed impetus and the enthusiasm to continue our 
efforts.

You will read also in these pages of  the deaths 
of  a number of  very loyal, long-serving teachers and 
Old Girls. Undoubtedly, the sadness caused by these 
losses has made an impact, but hearing at funerals of  
their loyalty and dedication has only strengthened the 
resolve of  our small Committee to face the challeng-
es and  adhere to our motto “Omnia superat diligentia.”

       
Leah and Helen
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Again the issue of  how best to keep you all in 
touch with us has been under consideration. Here are 
several important pieces of  information of  which 
you need to be aware.
Liaison.

Firstly, Ruth Tyssen-Day, with whom many of  
you enjoyed working, left at the end of  last year. The 
positions surrounding Marketing/Fundraising/En-
rolments and Community have been revamped and 
an executive position created to oversee all of  this 
area. Mrs Kristie Welsh has been appointed as Di-
rector Enrolments and Community Relations and 
she is the OGA liaison person. Working with Kristie 
is Fleur Brooks who will be updating our Member 
Register and assisting with the distribution of  OGA-
PRESS. It has been a joy getting to know these two 
young ladies and working with them.

In discussion with Kristie, it was mutually agreed 
that @Grammar, while lovely to look at and read, is 
best suited to marketing the School. The plan was 
therefore to return to the three OGAPRESS edi-
tions per year, independent of  the time frame of  the 
school publication. Unfortunately, working my way 
through various issues with the new staff  has seri-
ously delayed the publication of  Edition 25.
E-version versus paper version

Secondly, we feel that we have to ascertain just 
how well OGAPRESS is working. Some recipients 
still get paper copies and we can but hope they are 
being delivered to correct addresses. The majority are 
now emailed but, while some people print a copy, 
many people tell us that they do not read them in this 
format and would really like a paper version. With 
the current costs of  postage through Australia Post 
is not really a viable option, but it has been suggested 
that people would be happy to pay a small levy to 
receive the paper version. Can you please let us 
know if  you are in that category?
Regular updates via a news sheet

For some time now I have been aware that it 
would be helpful for local people to get information 
about our activities in the way that our Branch mem-
bers do. To that end we plan in future to email (or 
post) a one page info sheet at relevant times ie prior 
to Commem, the Annual Lunch and Dinner etc.) 
to those in the local post code distribution. Again 
please advise us if  you want to be sure of  receiv-
ing this.

Enjoy Edition 25. 
            Helen  

A Bubbly Welcome
Our first General Meeting for 2016 saw over 30 

people attend the first part of  the evening for a con-
vivial get-together with some bubbly and canapés. 

It was a great opportunity for our young IGGS/
IJGS mothers to identify with each other. Many of  
them had not realised that some ‘Mums’ they knew 
were Old Girls as well. 

We were also able to explain very briefly the func-
tions and aims of  the OGA and many of  them ex-
pressed an interest. While, to be honest, this has not 
yet had a major impact, we have welcomed Tamara 
Beattie and Melissa Blacksell-Hicks into our ranks. 
Tamara worked alongside us on Open Day and Me-
lissa is using her skills in the archive area. 

It was encouraging to sense the group’s belief  in 
the value of  the OGA. We realise how busy young 
Mums are and know that there is little time for volun-
tary work, but just a little bit of  help is very encour-
aging and welcome.

From the Editor – Helen Pullar

Melissa Blacksell-Hicks, Mrs Rosalind Craig-Smith, Mrs 
Barbara Cobbold and Tamara Beattie catch up at the Bub-
bly Welcome.

?
Can you please let me know if  you would 

like to:   
 * pay a small levy for postage in order 

to receive the hard copy of  the newsletter

*  receive a news sheet from time to time 
outlining upcoming events in Ipswich.

hpullar@bigpond.net.au
07 3281 4437 0400 801 443

? Information 
requested

See adjacent article



                               
           

OGA Co-Presidents 
Leah Bell (Sanger)[07 3282 1163]
Helen Pullar (Birrell)[07 3281 4437]
Vice President 
Kay Jones (Roach)
Secretary 
Mae Frame (Mathieson) 
Acting Treasurer 
Sue Stewart  

OGAPRESS Editor
Helen Pullar

Sunshine Coast Branch President
Jan Wright (Swan)
Secretary 
Lynne McLaren (Black)
Treasurer
Dell Huey (Brown)
Gold Coast Branch President
Denise Armstrong (Whitehead)
Secretary
Lurline Campbell (Bellingham)
Treasurer
Ruth Thompson (Penglis)

OGA Office Bearers 2016
Brisbane Branch President
Joan Meecham (Parsons)
Secretary/Treasurer
Jocelyn Green (Hutchison)
Darling Downs Branch President
Heather Jorgensen
Secretary 
Cheryl Wilson (Hine)
Treasurer
Brenda Parry (Scotney)
Canberra Branch Contact
Faye Noonan (Edmondson)

OGOGA Calendar 2016
Ipswich
 General Meetings     
     18 July
     10 October
 AGM        21 November
 All at 7.00pm in the Library IGGS
 Annual Lunch     11 June
 Tea & Symphony   7 August
 Annual Dinner        10 September
 Theatre Nights      5 May & 1 December
 Melbourne Cup Lunch  1 November        

Brisbane
 Meet & Greet
 From 5.30pm at the Pig’N’Whistle 20 May
 Corner Merivale and Melbourne Streets West End
 AGM     5 November
 2.00pm Reading Room Toowong Library

 Sunshine Coast 
 Annual Luncheon  14 August  
 The Headland Golf  Course Buderim

 Darling Downs 
 Luncheon               7 August  
 Auto Car Museum, 67 Erbacher Rd, Hampton 

 Christmas Luncheon  11 December 
	 Danish	Flower	Art,	Highfields
 AGM 2017   19 February   

 (venue to be decided)

 Gold Coast
 TBA
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Reunions 2016
Luncheon – 11 June

Dinner – 10 September
20 Year Reunion – Seniors of  1996

These girls are gathering at 11.00am for the Vir-
tual Tour in the Katherine Carter Auditorium prior 
to attending the Luncheon.

For more information contact Michelle John-
ston (Kermond)

  mkermond@bne.catholic.edu.au

40 Year Reunion – Seniors of  1976
A reunion is planned for the Dinner.
Contacts: Dell Huey (Brown):    
hueyda@gmail.com      07-5444 3913
         Deb Camden:
d.camden@bigpond.com    0409 060 947

50 Year Reunion – Seniors of  1966
This reunion will commence with an afternoon 

tea followed by the Virtual Tour and Dinner.
Contact Leanne Godfrey (Turner)
ligodfrey@bigpond.com Phone 07 38206712

55 Year Reunion – Seniors of  1961
Some of  the cohort of  1958 to 1961 will be at-

tending the Luncheon and a larger group is planning 
to meet up at the Dinner.

Contact for Luncheon: Helen Pullar (Birrell):   
 hpullar@bigpond.net.au

Contact for Dinner: Eleanor Beale (Pratt)
  Bealies@bigpond.net.au

Please note: a great deal of  information and reconection for some of  these reunions is available via Face-
book. Other enquiries: oga@iggs.qld.edu or  phone 07 3281 4437 if  you would like an Acceptance sent in the 
mail.

Organisation for reunions is the responsibility of  the individual organisers through the OGA, not through 
the School.  Reunion Organisers should be advised of  attendance but Acceptance Forms must be returned 
to the Old Girls Association.

These forms are available online: www.girlsgrammar.com.au – Our Community> Old Girls Association

Reunion Information
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For various reasons attendance at Commemoration 
Day was a little down this year. The early Easter dates and 
the need to fit in both an Open Day and Scholarship Ex-
aminations in March resulted in our being asked to move 
Commem from the first to the second Saturday. Many of  
the faithful had kept the traditional day free but were not 
able to join us on 12 March.

This meant, however, that we were able to have good 
representation at our historical display on Open Day on 5 
March. As always this generated a lot of  interest. 

Once again we thank Dr Britton and Lorie Robinson 
(Head of  Catering) for the lovely luncheon provided on 
Commemoration Day to the working committees of  the 
OGA.

As always, Commem itself  was a most enjoyable af-
ternoon. The musical items presented by the students 
were of  an extremely high standard and as always we ap-
preciated the generosity of  the girls,staff  and parents who 
gave their time to entertain us.

Helen Pullar condensed a presentation she had put 
together for the Year 10 girls on the history of  our build-
ings and the names attached to them. This resulted in a 
wave of  nostalgia!!

The audience was delighted to hear from one of  our 
Year 10 indigenous students, Frances Blackman, who told  
us why she feels knowing about the history of  the School 
is so meaningful and essential. Everyone was impressed 
by her enthusiasm which was so well articulated. 

Commemorating our Founding

Honour Board Recipient – Glenda Murrell (Lilley)
Glenda Lilley was one of  a group of  girls from Blair State School who started at IGGS in 1958. I was one of  a 

number of  girls from Central Girls and Infants State School and we were part of  an intake of  93 – the biggest that 
IGGS had seen to date so that for the first time the academic class was divided in two: 3A1 & 3A2. 

While Glenda was a very conscientious and successful student, most of  us probably remember her best for her 
musical ability, both as a member of  Margaret Evan's Choir and as a pianist studying externally under Cleve McKenzie 
who was also an IGGS sessional music teacher. Glenda describes music as her obsession.

Glenda left IGGS and went to Kelvin Grove Teachers Training College along with a fairly 
large group of  IGGS girls. Her time there happened to coincide with the Education Depart-
ment’s decision to introduce a music programme into secondary schools.  As a result, in Glenda’s 
second year, 12 students were selected to become intensively trained secondary school music 
specialists.  Of  that 12, five were IGGS girls and one of  their teachers was none other than Mary 
Elms with whom Glenda was to meet up years later in the Gold Coast Branch. Glenda recalls 
Mary teaching her an aria for exams which had to be sung in French which made her very glad 
that Miss Marsden had been one of  her teachers.

Glenda joined the OGA on leaving school and Betty Mathieson kept her in touch wherever 
she was transferred. Her first year teaching was at Mitchelton High School, in 1964, where she 
trained her first choirs and taught English and Maths. She married Miles Murrell at the end of  
that year and they were transferred in the Bank of  NSW to Dirranbandi in 1965;Townsville in 
1968; Gayndah in 1973, and the finally the Gold Coast in 1977 .

Miles and Glenda quickly learnt that the best way to become part of  these communities 
was to become involved and they have served their communities in churches, schools, service 
clubs and community choirs. In Gayndah, in 1973, Glenda returned to part-time Music teaching. 
Returning to full time Music teaching at the Gold Coast in 1984, she eventually joined the staff  
at Coombabah State School where she had the satisfaction of  seeing a Music Program develop 
from practically nothing to Junior and Senior Choirs, String Orchestras and Bands. Coombabah 
was only the second school on the Gold Coast to be given a Music Block, which was an achieve-
ment due most likely to the wonderful work Glenda was doing

       Helen Pullar
Left: Glenda stood on the bench for this photograph for which both Dr Britton and Miss Marsden said she deserved a detention!

Dr Peter Britton and Miss Dorothy Marsden enjoy 
a chat

Gold Coast members: Jenny Williams, Ruth Thomp-
son, Shirley Shawcross and Jeanne Kuenstner

Glenda and Miles Murrell and Joan Turner 

Page 4 
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It’s a pleasure to add to Helen’s trib-
ute to Glenda. I’m telling of  her ser-
vice since retirement in 1998.  

She has given in many areas includ-
ing her church community, in a ser-
vice club, in a ladies chorus, in the 
Gold Coast branch of  the Old Girls 
and of  course in her family.  

Glenda had always been a commit-
ted member of  her local Anglican 
parish but after retirement, she un-
dertook a four year course called Ed-
ucation for Ministry and followed this 
by mentoring two groups through 
the same course, each for four years.  
This involved a commitment of  12 
years! The wider Diocese spotted 
Glenda’s talent and made her a Di-
ocesan Coordinator for EfM which 
involved training of  other Mentors. 

Through her ability to play the pia-
no and organ, Glenda serves not only 
church people but others - in happy 
and sad times as she plays for wed-
dings and funerals.

At Oxenford, for a number of  
years now, Glenda has led a dedi-
cated Mainly Music Program team. 

They nurture 40 families with little 
ones from birth to school age for two 
sessions on the same morning each 
week. Parents, carers and children are 
served home-made morning tea, pro-
vided with toys, then led in a devel-
opmental music session with actions 
like the Wiggles. I think their acts are 
better than the Wiggles!  

They celebrate significant times like 
Christmas, Easter, Mothers Day and 
Fathers Day with special programmes 
and presents.

In a rapidly growing place like the 
northern end of  the Gold Coast, 
this is a boon for young mothers 
who have often moved there leaving 
all their support networks behind.  
Friendships develop and the team 
care for families through difficulties.

Glenda has been a long-time mem-
ber of  the Coomera Valley Probus 
Club where she has served as a com-
mittee member and Welfare Officer.    

Another group Glenda loves is Vo-
calescence, a ladies ensemble, spe-
cialising in both contemporary and 
barbershop style four part harmony 

singing.   Glenda serves as Member-
ship Co-ordinator. Three times, this 
chorus has been ‘small chorus cham-
pions’ in national competitions. 

Glenda was one of  the founding 
members of  the Gold Coast Branch 
of  the Old Girls Association, has 
held the position of  Treasurer and 
supports our fund-raising functions 
by inviting many of  her friends along. 

Another valuable contribution she 
makes is her husband Miles who au-
dits our books and is a very compe-
tent drink waiter and kitchen hand.

Glenda is a blessing to her family, 
and faithfully cared for her father, Vic 
Lilley until his recent death. She is 
very proud of  her children and their 
families and is available for them in 
times of  need.  

We thank you Glenda for your con-
tributions to the community but we 
honour you also for your character. 
Words like “practical”, “gifted”, “de-
termined”, “loyal”, “dedicated’ and 
“caring” easily come to mind.

Lurline Campbell (Bellingham)

Honours Abound for IGGS Old Girls
Several Old Girls have recently received honours for their work in the wider community or distinguished 

themselves in their careers.
Joyce Reick (Armstrong), who was a student in the early 1950s, was awarded an OAM for her services 

to the community of  Rosewood. The medal celebrates in particular her work as a committee and board mem-
ber of  Cabanda Care, a much-needed and community-owned aged care facility. Joyce has also served as a lay 
preacher, among other roles, for her church and is a stalwart of  the Rosewood community. 

At the local Ipswich City Council Australia Day Awards Ceremony, three other Old Girls were honoured. 
Margaret Buchanan (Larsen) was named Ipswich Senior Citizen of  the Year for her work with the Silk-
stone Eisteddfod, for the time she dedicates to providing music programmes for nursing home residents and 
the two churches of  which she has been a member.

Also honoured for her contribution to music in Ipswich was Bronwyn French (Green) who was pre-
sented with the 2016 Cultural Award. A Senior of  1975 and  long-time member of  the Blackstone-Ipswich 
Cambrian Choir, Bronwyn was particularly honoured for her work in schools and with choirs. 

Congratulations are also in order for Ambulatory Care Service Manager Julie McNeill (Perrett), Senior 
of  1978, for receiving a recent Australia Day Achievement Award for her longstanding dedication and com-
mitment to high quality service. She led the revitalisation of  the Specialist Outpatient Department which 
significantly reduced wait times for outpatients and is a valued member of  the West Moreton team. 

Dr Julee Birch (Forsyth), Senior of  1975, has become only the second woman to be elected President 
of  the Australian Dental Association Queensland Branch. Julee practises on the Sunshine Coast.

Last year’s Hall of  Fame recipient Professor Bronwyn Harch (Christensen), Senior of  1985, has been 
promoted to Director of  Future Environments at QUT.

Most recently, Senior of  1988, Deborah Frecklington (Stiller) has become Deputy Leader of  the LNP 
Opposition in Queensland Parliament.



Page 6           OGAPRESS   Edition  25  

Tributes to a legendary teacher
Deidre Alison Brown Brown OAM ─ 1927 - 2015

“Dabby”
As advised in Edition 24, another revered IGGS 
teacher is no longer with us. Deidre Brown died on 
Friday 4 September 2015, after stoically enduring 
several months of  failing health.
The following is part of  her eulogy delivered by her 
niece, Elizabeth. 
Deidre was born in 1927 to Dr Hedley and El-
sie Brown, which places her growing up in an era 
where dramatic change was occurring. She attend-
ed Nundah State School and then NEGS in Armi-
dale where both she and her sister were boarders. 
Here her love of  science was nurtured and follow-
ing matriculation, she was one of  the few women 
to complete a Science degree at the University of  
Queensland in 1948. NEGS presents a science 
prize each year at speech night in her honour. This 
is also as an acknowledgement of  how important 
she believed that the education of  girls is and par-
ticularly in the science subjects.
From 1948 until 1986, she taught Science, 
mainly Chemistry and Biology, and was 
Head of  the Science Department and a 
Resident Mistress at IGGS.  In 1986, she 
was awarded an Excellence in Teaching 
award by the Science Teachers’ Associa-
tion of  Queensland in recognition of  her 
long and noteworthy career. I have heard 
many stories of  her time at IGGS. She 
told me that the teaching staff  who lived 
in, used to do everything – put boarders 
to bed, inspect dormitories, turn lights out and 
cope with everything. Every Sunday afternoon, 
the boarders had to listen to classical music for ½ 
hour – something that I am sure she loved as her 
collection of  classical records was extensive.  She 
was devoted to the school and her students and 
her memory for ‘old girls’ was outstanding. She 
was incredibly proud of  the IGGS record in sci-
ence – telling me that there were so many girls who 
went into scientific-based careers. The OGA, in 
particular Joan Meecham, has been marvellous in 
their support and ongoing visits to hospital and the 
nursing home and keeping her informed of  all the 
happenings and events.  Until recently, she was able 
to attend reunions and functions. A Laboratory at 
the school has been named in her honour and she 
was humbled by these acknowledgements of  her 
teaching. 

My memories of  her time at IGGS are very differ-
ent from many of  you who were taught by her. With 
her dear friend Joan Benson, she always seemed to 
be going on the most adventurous and exotic holi-
days. They were trail blazers – they went, as single la-
dies, to areas of  the world that in the 1950s, 60s and 
70s were not considered the normal holiday destina-
tions. China, Mexico, Pacific islands, remote British 
Isles.  I have a charm bracelet – full of  tokens from 
every country that she visited. 
She attended a garden party with the Queen, flew on 
The Concorde and had a vast knowledge of  places 
and events. Recently I said to her, you have been to 
every continent – “Not Antarctica”, she replied !   
For me, she was inspirational in my love of  geogra-
phy and history….sadly not science at all. Her sto-
ries of  teaching – and seemingly brilliant holidays, 
initially were a great influence in starting my own 

teaching career.
In retirement, she continued her 
community service through the 
Alumni Association of  the University 
of  Queensland. She was the Honor-
ary Secretary of  Alumni Friends for 
many years and volunteered at Book-
house and worked tirelessly at the 
book sales. 
She also volunteered for the Science 
Centre at the Queensland Museum, 
the Wesley Hospital and was a long- 

time supporter of  many charitable groups such 
as Boystown, Mission Australia and the Salvation 
Army.  Again her focus was in assisting young peo-
ple to achieve. Deidre received her Medal of  the Or-
der of  Australia for her services to the community 
particularly in relation to The Alumni Association.  
She was undeniably a lady. I read a comment from 
an Old Girl – about her looking like the Queen and 
teaching the girls to wave properly and eat with 
grace and manners and perfect cutlery holding !! 
Her vision for improving young people’s lives, her 
spirit of  volunteering, humility and wholehearted 
belief  in the IGGS motto: diligence overcomes all,   
is something that we can all aspire to. She has left an 
enduring legacy in so many areas. 
She was much loved and will be dearly missed. 

My thanksto Deidre’s neice, Elizabeth Peat, for allowing me to use 
this eulogy.
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I came to Ipswich Girls’ Grammar as a young inexperienced 
teacher. Deidre Brown (I called her Miss Brown for many years) 
taught me so much about professionalism, from setting examination 
papers to always presenting worksheets and examination papers per-
fectly. She was a thorough, dedicated Science teacher. Her knowledge 
of  subject matter, especially Chemistry was exceptional. Even though 
Chemistry was her passion, she did not neglect the other branches of  
Science. She was responsible for the excellent collection of  rocks that 
the school has. When Deidre retired she left behind several books 
of  multiple choice questions. When using these to set questions, I 
noticed how she had corrected mistakes in them. She was right of  
course.

Deidre was ahead of  her time in differentiating the curriculum 
to make allowances for weaker students, writing units such as Cos-
metics for them, providing the basic science knowledge in a differ-
ent, more accessible form.

Even at retirement age she still planned every lesson carefully. 
Deidre’s influence lives on in the lives of  her former colleagues and 
students. Teachers benefited from her guidance and leadership over 
the years, and even more students can thank Deidre for the immacu-
late grounding they were given to continue their science studies.
Joan Riley  Former Head of  Science IGGS

A lasting legacy

On the day of  Miss Brown’s funeral the flags 
on the main building of  the University of  
Queensland flew at half-mast. What a fitting 
tribute and what a realisation from all who 
came into contact with her during her years 
at IGGS that the great legacy she gave to the 
School extended well beyond our gates.

Memories
Immediately after word of  Deidre’s death circulated, the following 
comments, among others, appeared on Facebook.

Nicole Fell: I remember her giving me an English lesson when I 
asked to call home when I was a boarder. I had asked “Can I ring 
my parents please?.She answered “You can ring but it’s May I ring 
my parents, please?” Always remembered. Bless her soul.
Robyn Tank: Will never forget that teapot at breakfast. (Perhaps 
you’d like to elaborate on this for daygirls, Robyn.)
Julie Eggerling: Or the demonstration of  how one should hold 
one’s knife”.
Sonja Pohlman: Sad to hear. She was an icon of  my school years. 

That shoe banged on the science desk to bring us into line!!
Leisa Gamble-Osborne: RIP. – left a mark on many young girls to enhance their futures.
Karin Florance: Very sad to hear...an excellent teacher... always well dressed...and precise... I do remember 
one chemistry experiment that did not go according to plan ... after saying such and such would happen .... 
there was a little explosion .... and Miss Brown’s face was a picture of  surprise.
Sarah Inman-Simseker: RIP Miss Brown. I will always remember the banging of  your heels on the desk 
during homework. You will be sadly missed.
Shirlee Burns: To Miss Brown who, in my estimation, was always very professional, most approachable, 
and always had a practical solution even for a humble Commercial student. May she rest in peace.
Claire Macdonald: I am so sorry to hear about Miss Brown. Like Miss Goleby she touched so many lives.
Dot Deacon: RIP Miss Brown. We shall never forget you.

Thanks to Julie Lee for collating these comments.HP
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In the past six months we have been saddened by the deaths of  four Old Girls who have been honoured   
in the past by having their names placed on our Honour Boards in the Old Girls Commemorative Perform-
ing Arts Complex. 

The first of  these was Nola Aitchison (Lound), a faithful member of  the Brisbane Branch for over 25 
years, who passed away on 13 December 2015. Nola attended IGGS in 1945 and 1946 – a very difficult time 
economically because of  World War II. She acknowledged with great gratitude the sacrifices her parents and 
much-loved grandmother made to allow her this education. 

Life was not always easy for Nola who married in 1951 and moved to Brisbane where her three children 
were born. In the late 70s Nola’s husband died - only 11 months after their garage and service station busi-
ness was burnt down. With sheer tenacity Nola rebuilt the business and ran it up to the 1990s.

Life was to improve greatly for this gentle lady when she married a true gentleman – Don Aitchison 
– but, unfortunately, in recent years Nola has had a long battle with cancer which she faced with the same 
fortitude and enduring spirit she had shown throughout her life.

For many years Nola supplied beautiful raffle prizes for the Brisbane Branch meetings and she and Don 
offered their lovely Graceville home for these meetings for a number of  years. Miss Marsden tells us that 
since Nola’s death, Don has continued to drive her to services at their local church.

Music and the name of  Blodwyn Whitehead (Edmunds) were almost synonymous in the city of  Ip-
swich. Born into a Welsh migrant family,  Blod was a member of  the Blackstone Ipswich Cambrian Choir 
for more than 50 years, having joined at the age of  16, probably on finishing her schooling at IGGS in 1948 
and 49. In 1963 she became conductress of  the Junior Choir and in 1970 formed a Youth Choir. She became 
Deputy Conductor of  the Senior Choir and sang with them until last year, despite living at the Gold Coast 
and being involved in choirs there. Many devoted students paid tribute to the impact she had on their lives  
at her funeral and at the Memorial Service held at the Uniting Church Ipswich. Both were musical triumphs.

Dorothy Roach (Johnston) was born in 1921 in Kendall Street just down from IGGS, the school she 
attended from 1935 to 1938. After working for the Bank of  New South Wales for a time, Dorothy returned 
to Ipswich and worked for her father as Programme Director for the Ipswich radio station – 4IP, which he 
had started. Dorothy married Alf  Roach in 1944 and they had six children. But in 1971, tragedy struck when 
Alf  was killed in a car accident, leaving Dorothy to care for their young family on her own. 

She provided well for them all and ensured they had a good education. Throughout her busy life, Dorothy 
was a faithful member of  the OGA. Her daughters Kay (Jones) and Jenny (Williams) have carried on that 
tradition. Dorothy was a faithful attendee at our functions almost up to the time of  her death on 25 January. 
We will all miss the presence of  this kindly lady who has left behind an enduring legacy, through her children, 
13 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren and who was an inspiration to us all.

Shortly following Dorothy’s death we heard of  the passing of  Rita Hine (Gow) who had been a school 
friend of  Dorothy’s, both at Ipswich Central and Ipswich Girls Grammar. Rita was forced to leave IGGS part 
way  through her Junior year when her father’s job with QGR meant a move to Kangaroo Point, Brisbane.

But, she joined the OGA in 1938 and was Secretary of  the Brisbane Branch for a time prior to joining the 
WAAAF in 1941. She married Les Stokes and they took over the Post Office at Ballandean on the Granite 
Belt, where daughter Cheryl (Secretary of  the Toowoomba Branch) was born. Tragically, after a move to Ter-
rigal NSW to build a house and shop – and just before second daughter Kay was born in 1951 – Les passed 
away.

After several difficult years, Rita and her girls moved back to Brisbane where she met up again with IGGS 
friends, including the Kerner girls (Vicki Doig’s family), and at a Kerner family wedding she met Bob Hine 
whom she married in 1958. Two years later she rejoined the OGA Committee, serving for many years until 
health issues and a move to be nearer Cheryl and Kay in Toowoomba prevented regular attendance at meet-
ings in Ipswich, but – devoted Old Girl that she was – she then joined the Toowoomba Branch.

With the death’s of  Dorothy and Rita, Committee member Jocelyn Smith wonders if  her mother, Valma  
Bowles (Bell) – IGGS 1934 to 1936 – is now our oldest Old Girl. 

Farewell to four wonderful women
Nola Aitchison – Blodwyn Whitehead – Dorothy Roach –  Rita Hine
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Preserving our History
One thing that resonates with everyone on our Old Girls Com-

mittees is the preservation of  our history and traditions. 
A desperate need for our archives

For some time now there has not been an Archivist employed 
at IGGS though it must be acknowledged that previous Archivist, 
Old Girl Margaret Cook, has given freely of  her knowledge when 
requested. Interested members of  the OGA have made constant 
requests that, as an organisation, we be given responsibility for our 
valuable archival collection. 

The first problem faced was space. The existing archive room 
was sufficient to house the collection, but what was urgently need-
ed was an accompanying workroom. The archive room itself  must 
be a clean, controlled environment and not a space in which pos-
sible items could just be dumped.

After some negotiating, we have recently acquired a second 
room – the Phyllis Foster Room – upstairs at the back of  the origi-
nal buildings. We are grateful to Dr Britton and the Trustees for 
acknowledging the importance of  our request and we thank most 
sincerely staff  especially Kristie Welsh and Shayne Dalgusch and 
his maintenance team for the assistance they provided in making 
things happen!
An exciting day

On 30 March, Shayne, Brisbane Branch President Joan Mee-
cham, Leah, Ian (Pullar) and I moved absolutely everything from 
the original archive room to the new work room. Following this, 
the unsatisfactory storage cupboards were removed from the ar-
chive room and replaced with much more suitable shelving.  Part 
1 had been achieved.

Over the following weeks, Joan and I spent as many hours as 
possible organising the chaos we had created and have now been 
able to return some of  the items in the collection to the archives, 
after electronically entering them into a new cataloguing system 
with the welcome assistance of  Melissa Blacksell-Hicks.

Friends of  the Archives
Already, we have clocked up significantly more hours than 

were allotted to the archivist in one year and with additional help 
from Leah, we have now reached a point where we have some un-
derstanding of  the systems in place, have identified urgent needs 
and are ready to enlist support from a group of  volunteers whom 
we are calling "Friends of  the Archives". 

In conjunction with archiving, we are also undertaking a res-
toration and preservation program. There are some real treasures: 
an original letter written by our first Headmistress Fanny Hunt; a 
leather-bound handwritten copy of  the original Grammar Schools 
Act of  1860. Things such as these require restoration or stabilisa-
tion to preserve them and both the Ipswich and Brisbane Branches 
will be directing funding towards this.

Currently, we have something we have called the ‘Treasures 
Cupboard’ though we are fairly certain this is not a legitimate ar-
chival term!!  It, however, does contain treasures of  IGGS history 
to which we are going to give absolute priority and I look forward 
to sharing details with you in future editions. 

If  you have old magazines (pre-1990), photos, uniforms or 
other memorabilia, we are now in a position to accept them. 
Helen Pullar

Celebration for a living treasure

Much loved teacher Miss Dorothy Marsden poses 
beside the flowers given to her by the Brisbane 
Branch to mark the occasion of  her 97th birthday.
Many happy returns, Miss Marsden.

Annie Greer - Senior of  2001

Tiny Scarlett Victoria Herbert, daughter of  Mat-
thew and Annie (Greer) was born at 11.20 pm on 
Monday 25 January 2016.
Her delighted grandmother, Mary Killeen, also an 
Old Girl, forwarded the happy news.

Our Woman in Voice
Alison St Ledger

Senior of  1984

Helen Pullar was 
delighted to meet 
up with one of  
her first Drama 
students when 
Alison performed 
with ‘Women in 
Voice’ at the Civic 
Centre Ipswich.
What a dazzling 
performance!



                             
               

Several members of  the Ipswich Committee were able 
to join Darling Downs Branch members at their AGM 
on Sunday February where several new members were 
welcomed.

Long-serving President Roslyn Scotney and Treasurer 
Lyndell Madden (Scotney) were thanked for their many 
years of  service. New President Heather Jorgensen and 
Treasurer Brenda Parry (Scotney) were welcomed aboard. 
Cheryl Wilson is continuing as Secretary. 

Since the meeting they have been saddened by the 
death of  Shirley Shelton (Pratt) who for many years was a 
faithful attendee at South Burnett Branch meetings, prior 
to moving to Toowoomba. Shirley’s sisters, Jean and Mar-
garet, also attended IGGS as did her daughters Kathy and 
Linda. Shirley will be greatly missed.

Standing: Jill Iro; Dr Britton; Brigid Horneman-Wren; Lauren Booth; Coral 
Fleming (McKean); Faye Noonan (Edmondson)

Sitting: Lindell Emerton (Frost); Glenys Fredericksen (Edmondson); Audra 
Briggs (Howe)

The Canberra Branch (above) welcomed three visi-
tors to a recent gathering. Dr Peter Britton and two for-
mer IGGS students, now studying at ANU, were able to 
join with members of  the group for a lunch time meeting 
on Sunday 13 March. 

They were delighted that Lauren Booth and Brigid 

Around the branches

New Treasurer Brenda Parry and out-going President Roslyn Scotney

Horneman-Wren were able to attend and share their ex-
periences. They in turn were able to learn more about 
earlier years at IGGS as the ladies related stories of  their 
own school days, and life in Canberra.

We’d like to thank Dr Britton for his ongoing support 
of  this Branch and his efforts to keep in touch. They  also 
hope to keep in contact with Lauren and Brigid, who are 
impressive young women if  their fields. We wish them 
every success in the future. 

Staff  and students would remember that Lauren was 
Dux of  the school in 2013 and Brigid was a Prefect and 
OP1 achiever in 2014.

Beryl Savage and Nancy Kleinschmidt enjoy afternoon tea at the Brisbane 
Branch meeting.

A faithful group of  attendees gathered on 30 April at 
the Toowong Library for the Brisbane Branch meeting. 
President Joan Meecham is hoping to attract others to 
some lunches and gatherings, including a Meet and Greet 
from 5.30pm at the Pig’N’Whistle Corner Merivale and 
Melbourne Streets West End on 20 May.

The Gold Coast Branch continues to meet regularly 
and enjoy each other’s company. Their poolside Christ-
mas party was chased inside President Denise Arm-
strong’s beautiful apartment by windy weather which in 
no way diminished the fun.

 Leah Bell, Denise Armstrong and Kay Jones


